Eco Club

Report on the Talk by Padma Shri Awardee Shri Nek Ram Sharma at Govt. College
Karsog

On 21 September, 2024, Govt. College Karsog hosted a distinguished talk by Padma Shri awardee Shri
Nek Ram Sharma, organized by Dr. Lomeshwar, Assistant Professor, Department of Botany, under the
chairmanship of Principal Dr. J.S. Patiyal. The event saw enthusiastic participation, with staff members
present and 59 students attending the session, which took place in the college conference hall, starting at
2:00 PM.

The event began with a warm welcome by the coordinator, Dr. Lomeshwar, who also read out the inspiring
life journey and struggles of Shri Nek Ram Sharma. In honor of his significant contributions, Shri Nek
Ram was felicitated with a memento, a traditional Himachali shawl, and a cap, presented by Principal Dr.
J.S. Patiyal.

Shri Nek Ram Sharma, widely known as the "Millet Man of Himachal Pradesh,” delivered a highly
engaging and informative talk, focusing on the importance of millet cultivation and traditional crops. He
emphasized the benefits of moving toward organic farming and highlighted the use of natural fertilizers
such as vermicompost and "Jivamrit" to enhance crop production. His speech lasted for about an hour,
during which he shared his vast experience and knowledge in natural farming methods, encouraging
students and staff to adopt sustainable agricultural practices.

Following his talk, Shri Nek Ram interacted with the students, responding to their queries and offering
insightful answers. He also engaged with the staff members, discussing practical solutions and ways to
implement organic farming techniques. The event concluded with a vote of thanks by Dr. Lomeshwar,
who expressed gratitude to Shri Nek Ram for his valuable insights and to everyone who participated in
the event.

In the closing session, students were served juice, while staff members enjoyed a refreshing spread of
fruits.

Speaker Profile: Shri Nek Ram Sharma

Shri Nek Ram Sharma, hailing from Nanj village in Mandi district, Himachal Pradesh, is a celebrated
natural farmer and an advocate of traditional millet cultivation. Awarded the prestigious Padma Shri by
the President of India in 2023, Shri Nek Ram has dedicated his life to preserving and promoting nine
endangered varieties of millet. His journey toward sustainable agriculture began in 1992 when he joined
the countrywide literacy campaign. Though initially aspiring for a government job, fate led him to
farming.



With guidance from experts at Dr. Yashwant Singh Parmar University of Horticulture and Forestry and
Agricultural University Dharwad, Shri Nek Ram pioneered the natural farming of coarse grains like
Kangni, Kodra, Sonk, and other traditional crops such as desi maize and barley. He has inspired over
20,000 farmers to adopt natural farming practices, emphasizing the health benefits of millet and organic
agriculture.

In recognition of his efforts, 2023 was declared the "International Year of Millets" by the United Nations,
underlining the global significance of his work. Shri Nek Ram’s contributions have revived traditional
farming methods that are resilient to climate change, ensuring the preservation of local crops and fostering
healthier diets.

Shri Nek Ram's passion for natural farming has made him a key figure in the revival of traditional
agriculture, contributing immensely to the agricultural landscape of India.

Some glimpses of the event
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" Participation of students
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Dr. Lomeshwar
Assistant Professor Botany

Govt. College Karsog
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